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Course Description:

This course provides students with an advanced introduction to theoretical approaches and
contemporary issues within the study of International Relations. The first part of the course dealt
with the explanatory theories of IR and approaches to foreign policy and international
cooperation. The second part of the course examines ongoing issues in IR through an
examination of contemporary debates and issues. Specific topics examined in the course
include: state failure and international anarchy; approaches to international order and the role of
religion; alternative frameworks for international governance and discipline; geopolitical
frameworks for analyzing international affairs; the role of leadership and decision-making in
international outcomes; The role of norm entrepreneurs and international law in the context of
the ICC; the different schools of security studies and counterterrorism responses; the role of
social construction and social reproduction in international affairs; the role of private actors in
humanitarian responses and internationally; the legacies of colonialism and the ongoing
struggles over settlement and occupation; the rise and fall of regimes and the role of economic
sanctions; efforts to establish network governance and forms of surveillance and control.

Course Structure:

The course meets weekly on Wednesday afternoons from 12:30-2:30 and will consist of 13
sessions of approximately 2 hours each. Seminars will be comprised of group and class
discussions focused around the readings assigned for each week as well as 15-minute mini-
lectures at the start of each class.

Required Readings:

Journal articles for this course are available on the course OWL site and book chapters are on
reserve at the Weldon library.

Course Evaluation
Participation and Weekly Analysis Points 20%
Mini-Lecture 20%
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Analysis of IR Issue/ Policy Brief 20% Due February 14
Research Essay 40% Due March 21

Participation and Weekly Analysis Points 20%

Attendance will be taken and students are expected to have completed, and thought about, all
assigned readings prior to coming to class and to actively contribute to seminar discussions.
For alternating classes, each student must prepare a typed list of 2 points of analysis for each
reading (include your name and the date). Students will sign up on week one for the rotating
schedule, with each week divided between half of the class. Points of analysis should be
detailed and make specific reference to the readings through the use of quotes, page
references, etc. More detail and thoughtfulness equal a higher grade. If you miss the class, you
must email the questions to me. Students will receive comments on their first question sheet
only to ensure they understand the minimum standard to pass. After that, they will simply
receive a final participation grade that takes into account attendance, question sheet quality and
seminar participation. The weekly points of analysis must be saved and then emailed to the
instructor (dbousfie@uwo.ca) as a single document by the last class and may be required to be
submitted electronically to turnitin through the course OWL site.

Mini-Lectures 20%

Each student will give at least one 15 minute (max) mini-lecture, using PowerPoint, at the start
of each class. The lecture will present a brief outline or argument based on the week’s assigned
topic and should include an introduction with a clearly stated thesis and brief outline of the
lecture. While the course readings can be used, the lecture does not need to address all or any
of them. Instead, it should focus on making a clear presentation based on the assigned topic.
The lecture must make use of PowerPoint and must include:

e a 1-2 page typed outline of the presentation with enough copies for the instructor and all
students

e a printout of the Power Point presentation in the “handout, 6 slides per page” format for
the instructor only

Students will be graded on the organization of their argument, their use of PowerPoint, their oral
presentation skills and their response to questions. The emphasis will be on giving a
presentation rather than on the specific content of the argument.

Analysis of IR Issue (PhDs) 20%

PhD students will complete one analysis of a mini-lecture question from the reading list below or
propose and have approved a question by the instructor. The analysis will be exactly 8 typed,
double-spaced, pages in length and must be framed as an argument. The introduction must
include a one sentence thesis statement. Late papers will be penalized at a rate of 3% per day
including weekends and papers longer than 8 pages will be penalized. Extensions will only be
given for documented illnesses, emergencies, etc and will not be given for workload. Students
must choose a topic that is different from their mini-lecture/op-ed and from their research essay.
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Each summary should include:

. the main arguments and assumptions about the issue including the context and
international dynamics at play.

. the main strands of the theoretical approach to the issue and their key attributes

. the explanatory vs advocacy aspects of the issue where relevant (i.e. what the approach
advocates vs how it explains events)

. the main authors associated with the issue

. the main critiques of the issue (i.e. those from other approaches in the debate)

. the historical context of the issue (i.e. the historical context of the broader great debate it
is part of)

. key sub-theories associated with the issue

. bibliography of all sources with a minimum of ten

Students should make use of a variety of sources including IR textbooks, chapters in books on
IR theory as well as original sources.

Policy Brief (MAs) 20%

MA students will complete one policy briefing paper on a contemporary international issue. The
briefing paper will be 8-10 typed, double-spaced, pages in length and must be framed as an
argument in favour of a specific policy option written for a specific policy-maker (Canadian or
otherwise). The introduction must include a one sentence thesis statement. Late papers will be
penalized at a rate of 3% per day including weekends and papers longer than 10 pages will be
penalized. All policy briefs may also have to be submitted to turnitin.com through the course
website as outlined in class. Students must choose a topic that does not overlap with their mini-
lecture/op-ed or research essay. The policy briefing paper will include:

1. An executive summary: 200 words, with the purpose of the analysis on the first page. It
should be clear and concise and summarize the entire policy analysis.

2. Statement of the issue/problem: summarized in a single question.

3. Background: contextualize the issue, state your interest in the issue, identify actors and
discuss key elements of the issue.

4. Policy options: a policy analysis should include three policy options moving forward.
These options should anticipate opposition; outline the advantages and disadvantages
as well as any factors impacting the implementation of the proposal. In other words,
your policy options should address their feasibility and the most grounded perspective
possible.

5. Policy recommendation: you must recommend one of the policy options and justify the
choice without excessive equivocation. You should also propose a plan of
implementation for your policy recommendation.

6. Alist of references and sources used throughout the summary. Footnotes should also
be used throughout the text.

Research Essay 40%

Each student will complete one research essay, with 10-12 typed double-spaced pages of text
plus a bibliography. The essay will be a standard, thesis-based research paper where students
will construct an argument around their chosen topic. The introduction must include a one
sentence thesis statement. Students may choose any topic that falls within the areas of IR and
which differ from other course essays. The intent is to get students started towards their
MRPs/dissertations and topics should ideally be directed towards these. All topics must be
approved by the course instructor. Grading will be based on research, organization and



presentation of the argument as well as on strong analysis and creativity of thought. Late
papers will be penalized at a rate of 3% per day including weekends and papers longer than 12
pages will be penalized. All essays must also be submitted to turnitin.com through the course
website as outlined in class.

Graduate Health and Wellness:

As part of a successful graduate student experience at Western, we encourage students to
make their health and wellness a priority. Western provides several on campus health-related
services to help you achieve optimum health and engage in healthy living while pursuing your
graduate degree. Information regarding health- and wellness-related services available to
students may be found at http://www.health.uwo.ca/. Students seeking help regarding mental
health concerns are advised to speak to someone they feel comfortable confiding in, such as
their faculty supervisor, their program director (graduate chair), or other relevant administrators
in their unit. Campus mental health resources may be found at
http:/www.health.uwo.ca/mental_health/resources.html.




COURSE SCHEDULE AND READINGS

January 8 Introduction

This class will be used to introduce the general subject matter of the course and to outline the
course structure, readings and requirements. We will also have short discussions on style for
presentations and expectations for IR research. Sign-up for mini-lectures and reading
responses will also take place. Readings with a hollow bullet point are on the IR
comprehensive exam list, readings with a black bullet point are not.

Overview readings:

Keohane, Robert O. After hegemony: Cooperation and discord in the world political
economy. Princeton University Press, 2005. Chapters 9, 11.

Mills, Charles W. Black Rights/White Wrongs: The Critique of Racial Liberalism. Oxford
University Press, 2017. Intro, Chapter 1 "New left project interview with Charles Mills"

Pickard, Susan. "Age War as the New Class War? Contemporary Representations of
Intergenerational Inequity." Journal of Social Policy 48.2 (2019): 369-386.

January 15 Thoughts on Anarchy

This seminar seeks to frame different approaches to how anarchy and disorder is framed in the
international arena. Discussions of discipline, order, failure and governance will be framed by a
discussion of state failure in the post-9/11 world.

Required readings:

o Bull, Hedley. Anarchical Society: A Study of Order in World Politics. New York:
Columbia University Press, 1977. Ch 1,2.

o Wendt, Alexander. "Anarchy Is What States Make of It: The Social Construction of
Power Politics." International Organization 46.2 (1992): 391-425.

e Scott, James C. Two Cheers for Anarchism: Six Easy Pieces on Autonomy, Dignity, and
Meaningful Work and Play. Princeton University Press, 2012. Preface and fragment 2.

e Tickner, J. "You just don't understand: troubled engagements between feminists and IR
theorists." International Studies Quarterly 41.4 (1997): 611-632.

e Jakwa, Tinashe. "African realism: reconceptualising notions of state weakness in
Western thought." Conference Proceedings.'Africa: Moving the Boundaries’. 39th
Annual African Studies Association of Australasia and the Pacific (AFSAAP)
Conference, 5-7 December 2016, The University of Western Australia. 2017.

Mini-Lecture Topic: Is the international system structurally unable to address global issues like
climate change?

e Widerberg, Oscar, and Philipp Pattberg. "International cooperative initiatives in global
climate governance: Raising the ambition level or delegitimizing the UNFCCC?." Global
Policy 6.1 (2015): 45-56.

e Germain, Randall, and Herman Schwartz. "The political economy of failure: The euro as
an international currency." Review of International Political Economy 21.5 (2014): 1095-
1122.



January 22 Searching for Order

This seminar examines the different approaches to understand order, science and politics in IR.
We will examine the ways in which geopolitical and hegemonic constructions of order also
shape the possibilities of disorder. We will examine the role of political Islam as a counter-
hegemonic actor in international affairs.

Required Readings:

o Singer, J.D. “The Level-of-Analysis Problem in International Relations.” In G.J.lkenberry
(ed.) American Foreign Policy: Theoretical Essays. New York: Harper-Collins, 1989.
pp.67-80

o Cox, Robert. (1993) “Gramsci, Hegemony and International Relations: An Essay in
Method” in S. Gill (ed.), Gramsci, historical materialism and international relations, pp.
49-66.

e Jackson, Patrick Thaddeus. The conduct of inquiry in international relations: philosophy
of science and its implications for the study of world politics. Routledge, 2010. Chapter
2.

o Cohen, Saul Bernard. Geopolitics: the geography of international relations. Rowman &
Littlefield, 2014. Chapter 1 and 2.

e Mingilo, Walter. "Yes, we can" in Dabashi, Hamid, and Walter Mignolo. eds. Can non-
Europeans think? London: Zed Books, 2015.

Mini-Lecture Topic: To what extent is the liberal order American?

e Helleiner, Eric. "The life and times of embedded liberalism: legacies and innovations
since Bretton Woods." Review of International Political Economy (2019): 1-24.

e Nye Jr, Joseph S. "The rise and fall of American hegemony from Wilson to Trump."
International Affairs 95.1 (2019): 63-80.

January 29 — Ambivalent Alternatives

This seminar examines critiques of dominant visions of international order and proposes new
avenues of research. It looks specifically at the role of disciplinary change and the blind spots of
IR. Discussion will look at the role of the Anthropocene as a challenge to existing IR
frameworks.
Required Readings:
o Mearsheimer, John. "The False Promise of International Institutions." International
Security 19, no. 3 (1994): 5-49.
o Peterson, V. Spike, ed. Gendered States: Feminist (Re)Visions of International
Relations. Boulder, Colo.: Lynn-Rienner Publishers, 1992. Introduction and Chapter 8.
e Harrington, Cameron. "The Ends of the World: International Relations and the
Anthropocene." Millennium-Journal of International Studies (2016).
¢ Richter-Montpetit, Melanie. "Everything you always wanted to know about sex (in IR) but
were afraid to ask: the ‘queer turn’in international relations." Millennium 46.2 (2018):
220-240.
e Strange, Susan. "Cave! hic dragones: a critique of regime analysis." International
organization 36.02 (1982): 479-496.
Mini-Lecture topic: What is America’s role in transitional justice?
e Annie Bird, "The US Approach to Transitional Justice" in Bird, Annie R. US Foreign
Policy on Transitional Justice. Oxford University Press, 2015.
¢ Moyo, Khanyisela. "Mimicry, Transitional Justice and the Land Question in Racially
Divided Former Settler Colonies." International Journal of Transitional Justice 9.1
(2015): 70-89.



o Arthur, Paige. "How" Transitions" Reshaped Human Rights: A Conceptual History of
Transitional Justice." Human Rights Quarterly 31.2 (2009): 321-367.

February 5 - Leadership and Decision-Making
This seminar examines the role of specific decisions and decision-making mechanisms on IR in
theory and practice. It also critically examines the role of race and gender in the construction of
leadership.
Required readings:
o Holsti, Ole R., “Crisis Decision Making” in Paul Viotti and Mark Kauppi (Ed.),
International Relations Theory: Realism, Globalism, Pluralism and Beyond. Boston:
Allyn and Bacon, 1999. pp. 269-279.
o Allison, Graham. “Conceptual Models and the Cuban Missile Crisis.” The American
Political Science Review. 63, no. 3 (September 1969): 689-718
o Abelson, Donald E. A Capitol Idea: Think Tanks and US Foreign Policy. Chapters 2, 4-6.
e de Clercy, Cristine, and Peter Ferguson. "Leadership in precarious contexts: Studying
political leaders after the global financial crisis." Politics and Governance 4.2 (2016):
104-114.
e Anievas, Alexander, Nivi Manchanda, and Robbie Shilliam. Race and racism in
international relations: confronting the global colour line. Routledge, 2014. Chapter 1.
e Vucetic, Srdjan. The Anglosphere: A genealogy of a racialized identity in international
relations. Stanford University Press, 2011. Chapterl.
Mini-lecture topic: To what extent does Donald Trump exhibit characteristics of leadership found
in other world leaders? Or what is the role of affect in leadership?
o Fitzduff, Mari, ed. Why irrational politics appeals: understanding the allure of Trump.
ABC-CLIO, 2017.
e https://www.e-ir.info/2019/05/16/narratives-emotions-and-the-contestations-of-the-
liberal-order/
e Seashore Louis, Karen, Beverly Dretzke, and Kyla Wahlstrom. "How does
leadership affect student achievement? Results from a national US survey." School
effectiveness and school improvement 21.3 (2010): 315-336.

February 12 - Norms and International Law

This seminar examines the normative foundations of international law and looks at
contemporary challenges to its efficacy. Specific emphasis on the ICC and the AU will be
discussed.

Required readings:

o Finnemore, M., & Sikkink, K. (1998). International norm dynamics and political change.
International organization, 52(04), 887-917.

o Bower, Adam. "Norms Without the Great Powers: International Law, Nested Social
Structures, and the Ban on Antipersonnel Mines." International Studies Review 17.3
(2015): 347-373.

e Bedford, Kate (2008) “Governing Intimacy in the World Bank,” in Shirin M. Rai and
Georgina Waylen, eds., Global Governance: Feminist Perspectives (Basingstoke:
Palgrave Macmillan), pp. 84-106. [22 pages]

e Bousfield, Dan, and Jean Michel Montsion. "Transforming an international Organization:
Norm confusion and the International Olympic Committee.” Sport in Society 15.6 (2012):
823-838.

e Chayes, Abram, Antonia Handler Chayes, and Harold Hongju Koh. "Why Do Nations
Obey International Law?" Yale Law Journal 106: 2599.
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Mini-lecture topic: Has the ICC failed as an international norm?
Recommended reading:
Vilmer, Jean-Baptiste Jeangéne. "The African Union and the International Criminal
Court: counteracting the crisis." International Affairs 92.6 (2016): 1319-1342.

February 26 - Schooling Security

This seminar examines the disciplinary debates over security studies and the different
approaches of Aberystwyth, Copenhagen, Paris, Toronto schools. We will also explore
dynamics such aesthetics, terrorism and risk.
Required readings:

o Stephen Walt, “The Renaissance of Security Studies,” International Studies Quarterly

35:2 (June 1991).

o Edward Kolodziej, “Renaissance in Security Studies? Caveat Lector!” International

Studies Quarterly 36:4 (December 1992).

e Lene Hansen, “The Little Mermaid’'s Silent Security Dilemma and the Absence of

Gender in the Copenhagen School,” Millennium 29:2 (2000).

e Waever, Ole. "Aberystwyth, Paris, Copenhagen." Thinking the International Differently.

Routledge, 2012.

e de Larrinaga, Miguel, and Mark B. Salter. "Cold CASE: a manifesto for Canadian critical

security studies." Critical Studies on Security 2.1 (2014): 1-19.

e Salter, Mark B. "Security Actor-Network Theory: Revitalizing Securitization Theory with

Bruno Latour." Polity 51.2 (2019): 349-364.

Mini-Lecture topic: To what extent are food and security interlinked?
Recommended Reading:

o Albritton, Robert. "Between obesity and hunger: the capitalist food industry." Food
and culture: A reader (2013): 342-352.

o McMichael, Anthony J., et al. "Food, livestock production, energy, climate change,
and health." The lancet 370.9594 (2007): 1253-1263.

e Figueroa-Helland, Leonardo, Cassidy Thomas, and Abigail Pérez Aguilera.
"Decolonizing food systems: Food sovereignty, indigenous revitalization, and
agroecology as counter-hegemonic movements." Perspectives on Global
Development and Technology 17.1-2 (2018): 173-201.

March 4 - Social Construction, Reproduction

This seminar examines key concepts related to the construction of international identities and
the role of social norms in broad economic dynamics.
Required readings:
e Taussig, Michael T. "A report to the Academy" Mimesis and Alterity: A particular history
of the senses. Psychology Press, 1993. xiii-xix (7 pages)
o Adler, Emanuel. "Seizing the middle ground: constructivism in world politics." European
journal of international relations 3.3 (1997): 319-363.
o John Gerard. "What makes the world hang together? Neo-utilitarianism and the social
constructivist challenge." International organization 52.04 (1998): 855-885.
e Palan, Ronen. "A world of their making: an evaluation of the constructivist critique in
International Relations." Review of International Studies 26.04 (2000): 575-598.
o Bakker, Isabella, and Stephen Gill, eds. Power, production, and social reproduction:
human in/security in the global political economy. Palgrave Macmillan, 2003. Chapter 1.



e LeBaron, Genevieve. "The political economy of the household: Neoliberal restructuring,
enclosures, and daily life." Review of International Political Economy 17.5 (2010): 889-
912.
Mini-Lecture Topic: What is the relationship between quantifiable values and social structures?
Recommended reading:
o Nexon, Daniel H., and Vincent Pouliot. "“Things of Networks”: Situating ANT in
International Relations." International Political Sociology 7.3 (2013): 342-345.
o LeBaron, Genevieve, and Ellie Gore. "Gender and Forced Labour: Understanding the
Links in Global Cocoa Supply Chains." The Journal of Development Studies (2019): 1-
23.
o Cox, Ronald W., and Michael Wartenbe. "The politics of global value chains." The
Political Economy of Robots. Palgrave Macmillan, Cham, 2018. 17-40.

March 11 — State of Exception, Suicide Bombing and Emergency Measures

The seminar examines the role of the withdrawal of sovereignty and the exceptional status
given sovereign events in the international system.
Required readings:

e Schmitt, Carl. Political theology: Four chapters on the concept of sovereignty. University
of Chicago Press, 1985. Ch 1,2.

e Agamben, Giorgio. Homo sacer: Sovereign power and bare life. Stanford University
Press, 1998. Intro, Ch 1,2.

¢ Neal, Andrew W. Exceptionalism and the Politics of Counter-terrorism: Liberty, Security
and the War on Terror. Routledge, 2009. Ch 1,6.

o Howell, Alison. "Victims or Madmen? The Diagnostic Competition over “Terrorist”
Detainees at Guantdnamo Bay." International Political Sociology 1.1 (2007): 29-47.

e Scheppele, Kim Lane. "North American emergencies: The use of emergency powers in
Canada and the United States." International Journal of Constitutional Law 4.2 (2006):
213-243.

Mini-Lecture Topic: to what extent are sovereign decisions inherently beyond the law?
Recommended:
Ranciére, Jacques. Disagreement: Politics and philosophy. U of Minnesota Press, 2004.
Ch 1-3.
Salter, Mark B. "When the exception becomes the rule: borders, sovereignty, and
citizenship." Citizenship studies 12.4 (2008): 365-380.
Sherwood, A. Percy. "Tracing the American State of Exception from the George W.
Bush, Barack Obama, and Donald Trump Presidencies.” WJ Legal Stud. 8 (2018): 1.

March 18 — Reemerging Trade Wars

This seminar examines the role of trade in geopolitical contestation. Required readings:

o R. Putnam, "Diplomacy and Domestic Politics: The Logic of Two-Level Games," |0 42, 3

e Stubbs, Richard. "Order and Contestation in the Asia-Pacific Region: Liberal vs
Developmental/Non-interventionist Approaches.” The International Spectator 53.1
(2018): 138-151.

e Lilly, Meredith, Hugo Perezcano Diaz, and Christine McDaniel. "The Future of North
America’s Economic Relationship: From NAFTA to the New Canada-United States-
Mexico Agreement and Beyond." (2019)



Blyth, Mark, and Matthias Matthijs. "Black Swans, Lame Ducks, and the mystery of
IPE's missing macroeconomy." Review of international political economy 24.2 (2017):
203-231.

Chodor, Tom. "The rise and fall and rise of the trans-pacific partnership: 21st century
trade politics through a new constitutionalist lens." Review of International Political
Economy 26.2 (2019): 232-255.

Mini-Lecture Topic: What are the implications of China’s Belts and Roads Initiative?

Rudolph and Szonyi, eds., The China Questions: critical insights into a rising power
(Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2018), CH 8.

Skonieczny, Amy. "Trading with the enemy: narrative, identity and US trade politics."
Review of International Political Economy 25.4 (2018): 441-462.

Campbell, Horace. "China in Africa: challenging US global hegemony." Third World
Quarterly 29.1 (2008): 89-105.

Clarke, Michael. "The Belt and Road Initiative: China's new grand strategy?." Asia Policy
24.1 (2017): 71-79.

March 25 - Social Media, Freedom of Speech and Digital Democracy
This seminar examines the role of networks in governance and dis/misinformation in democratic

politics.

Required readings:

Nye, Joseph S. "How sharp power threatens soft power: the right and wrong ways to
respond to authoritarian influence." Foreign Affairs 24 (2018): 2018-01.

Cook, John, Ullrich Ecker, and Stephan Lewandowsky. "Misinformation and how to
correct it." Emerging trends in the social and behavioral sciences: An interdisciplinary,
searchable, and linkable resource (2015): 1-17.

Lanoszka, Alexander. "Russian hybrid warfare and extended deterrence in eastern
Europe." International affairs 92.1 (2016): 175-195.

Nadler, Anthony, Matthew Crain, and Joan Donovan. "Weaponizing the Digital Influence
Machine." Data & Society Research Institute (2018).

Bennett, W. Lance, and Steven Livingston. "The disinformation order: Disruptive
communication and the decline of democratic institutions." European journal of
communication 33.2 (2018): 122-139.

Mini lecture topic: How should we regulate online platforms?
Recommended:

Dixon, Helen. "Regulate to Liberate: Can Europe Save the Internet." Foreign Aff. 97
(2018): 28.

Hijmans, Hielke, and Charles D. Raab. "Ethical Dimensions of the GDPR." (2018).
Kaminski, Margot E. "The right to explanation, explained." Berkeley Tech. LJ 34 (2019):
189.

April 1 — Network Governance

This seminar examines the role of networks in governance and warfare and the participation of
businesses in politics.

Required readings:

Nye Jr, Joseph S. "Deterrence and dissuasion in cyberspace." International Security 41.3
(2017): 44-71.



Mueller, Milton L. Networks and states: The global politics of Internet governance. Mit
Press, 2010. Chapter 1, 2.

Zuboff, Shoshana. "Big other: surveillance capitalism and the prospects of an
information civilization." Journal of Information Technology 30.1 (2015): 75-89.
Christensen, Kristoffer Kjaergaard, and Tobias Liebetrau. "A new role for ‘the public’?
Exploring cyber security controversies in the case of WannaCry." Intelligence and
National Security 34.3 (2019): 395-408.

Carr, Madeline. "Power plays in global internet governance." Millennium 43.2 (2015): 640-
659.

Mini lecture topic: Are states, businesses or individuals primarily responsible for dealing with
network threats?

Woodlock, Delanie. "The abuse of technology in domestic violence and stalking." Violence
against women 23.5 (2017): 584-602.

DeNardis, Laura. "Hidden levers of Internet control: An infrastructure-based theory of
Internet governance." Information, Communication & Society 15.5 (2012): 720-738.
Daniels, Jessie. "The algorithmic rise of the “alt-right”." Contexts 17.1 (2018): 60-65.



